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of these Moors,  and made some Christian realities
esteemed.

Juan I. was a good and brave man, but died in
1390 from a fall from his horse, when he was galloping
over some ploughed fields with some horsemen
newly returned from learning Berber fashions of
fighting. His son, Enrique III., el Enfenno, or the
sickly, came to the throne in the same year with
Mohammed's sqn Aben Abd Allah Yousuf. Soon after
the peace was interrupted in a curious manner. The
Portuguese were at that time in a very fierce and
eager state of religious zeal, and among them a hermit
arose named Joao Sago, who went to the Grand
Master of Alcantara, Don Martin Yanez de Barbuda,
and assured him that he had had a revelation that, if
he would attack the Moors merely in the name of the
Gospel, not with any views to worldly advantage, he
would drive them out of Spain without losing a
man.

Don Martin believed him, and sent two squires to
defy the King of Granada, and challenge him to a
combat wherein one hundred Christian knights should
maintain the cause of the Gospel against two hundred
Moslems in defence of the Koran. The whole nation
of the vanquished was then to embrace the religion of
the victor.

The squires stood before Yousxif and gave this
wonderful message. The age of ready faith was over
with the luxurious Granadines; they treated the
message with contempt, and Yousuf could hardly
prevent them from offering violence to the squires.
Don Martin, who was quite in earnest, set forth with
his own knights and all he could collect in Castille, in